[Effect of apelin in cardiovascular system and water metabolism].
Apelin is a recently identified peptide which plays an important role in cardiovascular function and in water metabolism. Apelin and its receptor APJ (apelin system) are involved in zebra fish and xenopus cardiovascular development. Apelin is a pro-angiogenic factor. Apelin is a potent cardiac inotropic agent and exerts a vasodilatory effect in arterial and venous territories. Apelin decreases vasopressin production and its plasma level is conversely related to plasma vasopressin. Several effects of the apelin system counteract those of the renin angiotensin system. It may represent a new and promising therapeutic opportunity for the treatment of cardiovascular diseases.